
“We cannot allow ourselves to become invisible, silent, forgotten…
our health and our lives are important! We are the caretakers of our 

future. Hear Indigenous Voices for HIV prevention, education and 
access to quality treatment! Shout it out! Protect Our People, 

Know Your Status!”

– Pamela Jumper-Thurman, Cherokee

“Red Lives Matter!!!”
– Hamen Ides,

Executive Director, Ti-Chee
Lummi Nation

“we will not be silenced and we will raise our voices 
because Native Lives Matter!”

– Irene Vernon, Chair, Ethnic Studies Department, Colorado State University

“Native people are 
mobilizing to protect 
our own people and 
erase the stigma 
of HIV education, 
prevention, and care”

– Corey Taber, Muscogee, 
Cherokee

“From  
generation to 
generation...
teach.”
 
– Mary Helen Deer,
   Kiowa/Mvskoke

“Educating yourself about HIV/
AIDS is as important for your 

health and wellbeing as it is for 
others. I’d love to say one day 

that HIV/AIDS doesn’t exist for 
our future generations.”

– Evonne Bennett-Barnes,
 Comanche/Navajo

“We as Native 
Americans have 

overcome so many 
obstacles, let’s 

make HIV/AIDS one 
of them”

– Jules Marie Thornton, Miss 
Cherokee 2014, Cherokee

“There’s not a day that goes by 
that I think how HIV/AIDS has 
taken its toll on Native American 
people. I missed the bullet. I’ve 
been in HIV/AIDS prevention for 
25+ years. Take control of your 

body, live the healthy life.”

– Don Little, Absentee Shawnee/
Seminole

“From intensive care 
unit to the finish 
line, Natives with 
HIV/AIDS can run 
marathons too.”
– Isadore Boni, San Carlos Apache

“Decolonizing 
Borders through 

Indigenous 
Partnerships”

– NMCPAG Region 7

“We Stand Strong. We are resilient people especially during times of uncertainy and 
lack of resources. Resilience is our “mana” our inner strength that we draw 

from our cultural values, our spirituality, the teachings that have been 
passed down to us by our ancestors and from each other.”

– Carolyn Kuali’i, Native Hawaiian/Apache, Capacity 
Building Specialist and Former NNAAPC Staff

“On behalf 
of Project 

Red Talon at the 
Northwest Portland 

Area Indian Health Board, 
we commemorate the 10th 

Annual National Native HIV/AIDS 
Awareness Day on March 20th. By raising our 

voices together, we can normalize testing, encourage healthy 
dialogue, and support those in treatment. We are Native. 
Tested. Proud! 

– Stephanie Craig-Rushing

“HIV is increasing in Native communities 
while it decreases in other ethnic groups. 
We must act on this, we must speak out, 

we must promote HIV prevention. We 
must live healthy.”

– Victoria Mitchell Vazquez, Cherokee Councilor

“Our ancestors held to a hope that 
we would have healthy lives. Honor 
their sacrifices; protect your health 

and our people. Take the test.”

– Sandra Stroud, Choctaw

“We recognize that our ancestors 
did what they could to protect our 
culture and dream for a better day for 
our people. We have a responsibility 
to hold and protect that dream. It goes 
beyond stigma or labels, it is about being 
responsible for your health. The knowledge 
we carry in our beings are reflections of who our 
ancestors were and who our descendants will be. 
Protecting our health, honor our past and strengthens 
our future. Each one of us is important to the tapestry of 
our tribe and culture. Protecting our health honors our past 
and strengthens our future.”

– Jack Austin, Assistant Chief of the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma

“Hear our voices, fill our 
hearts, and remember our 

spirit.”

“Our lives are merely the manifestation of the hopes and dreams of all who were forced 
to leave the homelands. They endured great hardships just so we could call ourselves 
“Native” Americans. So live life like they would want - strong, healthy, and with the 
knowledge that we manifest the future.”

– Malachi Stroud

“Hope and life cannot be separated 
just as any response to HIV/AIDS 
must include the Native and the 

Two-Spirit communities.”
– Harlan Pruden, Cree,

Presidential Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS

hear Indigenous voices:
UNITING THE BOLD VOICES OF AMERICAN INDIANS, ALASKA NATIVES (AI/AN) 

AND NATIVE HAWAIIANS/OTHER PACIFIC ISLANDERS

#NNHAAD

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/NNHAAD1

WWW.INSTAGRAM.COM/NNHAAD

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT:  WWW.NNHAAD.ORG

NATIONAL

HIV/AIDS AWARENESS DAY


